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Log of All 
MARIAN AND JIM JORDAN APPEARANCES AND SPECTALS 
1917-1980 


This log attempts to account for all performances by Marian and Jim Jordan 
that are not reveäled in the other nine Togs of this series. The types of 
media and the number of sources are many. The tyoes of media range from Personal 
Live in the early days through radio, television and video tape (see Medium 
Abbreviation Kev below) at present (with Jim onlv since 1959). 


Jim Jordan, born two vears before Marian, had a four year professional head 
start on his would-be bride with a local group "The Templeton Quartet". Soon 
after Jim was touring the U.S.A. & Canada as a vocalist in vaudeville joining 
"A Night With The Poets" in 1917, meanwhile, Marian played violin and piano, and 
sang at local Peoria religious and social events. They married August 3lst, 1918 
and September 5th Jim was off to war in France. There he organized the "Premiere 
Review" with Dan Galla'gher. Soon his brother Byron Jordan joined the 35 member 

group that served to entertain stranded & wounded troups. 


After returning home in 1919 appearances were few until Marian and Jim formed 
managed, and owned their "Metropolitan Entertainers." This was their first effort 
together professionally (1921). Soon they would be in Chicago radio while continu- 
ing appearances in the local theater houses and eventually in 1927, they would sion 
with WENR making radio their number one medium in entertainment. The remainder of 
their story of performances is "history" as proven by the contents of this and the 
other nine logs of their voluminous performances on the air and in person. 


This log alone accounts for greater then 5,100 performances by Marian and Jim 
Jordan, in person, on the air, on commercial records, and in telecasts. Add to 
this the unknown number of appearances on the National Farm and Home Hour, The 
Breakfast Club, Saturday Wight Jamboree and hidden performances in the 29's on 
WLS & WENR, the 4000-plus aired performances and surely their grand total ap- 
proaches 10,000 gifts of laughter and song to the tens of millions who loved and 
listened to the Jordans, especially as Fibber McGee and Molly. 


MEDIA ABBREVIATION KEY 


AR: Audio Recorded PL: Personal Live Appearance 
D: Disc Recorded R: Radio Broadcasted 

IR: Interview Tape Recorded TV: Televised Performance 
M: Motion Picture VT: Video Taped 


NA: Information Not Available 
-..- Irrelevant 


Sources: 


Bresee, Frank. Producer of AFRS GOLDEN DAYS OF RADIO; interviews in person and 
via telephone; recordings of Marian &/or Jim Jordan performances 
(mostly from G D of R series produced by Bresee), Hollywood, CA. 


"Chicago Daily News" microfilms, Togs, and articles from the daily radio features 
page, loaned by the University of Illinois, Chicago, Illinois, 
3-01-27 to 9-39-35. 


Darby, Ken. Arranger & bass singer Kings Men on FM & M Pom: telephone interview 
5-10-80, 7-08-80, & 11-18-80; & letters of information (Sept. 1978 


thru Dec. 1980), Sherman Oaks, CA. 


Jordan, Gretchen. Personal interview at her home, w/J.J., 11-22-80, Beverly Hills, CA. 


Jordan, Jim. Personal interviews at his home, 5-17-80, 7-20-30, 4 11-22-30; 
telephone interviews & letters of interview (1978-1939), and loan 
of personal career scranbooks, Beverly Hills, CA. 


Kit Parker Films. Kit Parker & Dane Willsonne, interview 5-'79 and 12-12-30, 
Carmel, Village, CA. 


Koch, Tom. Sole writer for FM & M NBC Monitor Pams; oersonal interview at his home 
(5-18-80); telephone interview (7-11-80) letters of interview, 
personal files of scriots and notes, Huntinaton Beach, CA 


Leslie Sn, Phil. Script writer of FM 3 M Poms; personal interviews at Van Nuys, CA 
| (7-31-80 & 7-01-80); TT files of scripts 4 notes,four telephone 
interviews (1979-1980), 4 many letters of interview (1978-1980), 
Woodland Hills, CA. 


Leslie Jr., Phil. Access to files of Phil Leslie Sr. scripts 4 notes, Van Nuys, CA. | 


National Broadcasting: Company. Radio archives gard ffles of performances and 
appearances by Marian and Jim Jordan (research by Charles K. Stumph) 
Rockefeller Plaza, W.Y., N.Y. 11-'78. 


"New York Times" microfilms, logs and articles from the Sunday week-long radio 
pages, loaned by the John Steinbeck Library, Salinas, CA; 3-01-35 
to 7-31-55. 


North American Radio Archives (NARA). Historial & Radio Tape Library, Reno, Nevada 
S. & G. Bland, Librarians. | 


Peary, Harold. Telephone interview (11-21-80) and many letters of interview/infor- 
mation (1978-1980), Manhattan Beach, CA. 


Price, Tom. Information from personal library of 525 recordings of Marian and/or 
Jim Jordan performances, Salinas, CA. 


Schaden, Chuck. Chicago area O.T.R. Broadcaster 4 Radio Historian. Telephone 
interview (11-16-80) & tape recordings of Jim Jordan interviews 
(7-03-73 and 2-15-74). . 


Sources: (Continued) 


Society to Preserve and Encourage Radio Drama, Variety and Comedy (SPERDVAC). 
Regular Tape Library and Archives Tape Library, John Tefteller, 
Dir.; Brea, CA 


Studebaker, Bertina (Chici) for her late husband Hugh Studebaker. Info. from 
personal interviews, (5-16-80, 7-28-80 & 7-29-80), and from 
personal files and storage including recorded discs. 


Stumpf, Charles K. Massive personal files of periodical clippings on oerformances 
of Marian and Jim Jordan. 


Young, Harry. Broadcaster and collector of O. F. R.; provided recordings and infor- 
mation on Marian and Jim Jordan performances. Menlo Park, CA. 
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